
1 

 

A.P. English Literature and Composition 

2021- 2022 

Summer Reading Assignment 

Hello Class of 2022!  Congratulations on making it to your senior year and to AP Literature! This 
course is designed to provide you with the intellectual challenges consistent with a college literature 
and writing course so that you are prepared for the rigor of college.  We recommend you read 
through this document in its entirety as soon as you receive it and get started quickly, as the summer 
reading texts will be the foundation for everything we do in AP Lit this year. 

If you have questions, please e-mail your AP Lit teacher: 

Mrs. Nikki Steverson: nicole_steverson@g.gcpsk12.org 

Ms. Elizabeth Elliott: elizabeth_elliott@g.gcpsk12.org 

 

PART ONE: Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
Buy and read How to Read Literature Like a Professor. It will be an excellent foundation for 
how to read texts in AP Literature. Be sure to annotate the text as you read, marking key points 
or ideas. 

As you read the whole book, please answer ALL of the following chapter questions 
(you’ll turn in your responses to your teacher the first week of Fall Semester):  

1. Introduction: How'd He Do That? – Discuss a time when your appreciation of a literary 
work was enhanced by understanding symbol or pattern. 

Over the summer, you will: 

1. Read Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like A Professor  

2. Read One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 

3. View the film Cool Hand Luke (1967) starring Paul Newman 

Our first weeks of class, you will: 

1. Submit your completed responses engaging Foster’s How to Read Literature 
Like a Professor 

2. Write an in-class essay on Kesey’s One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 

3. Complete a group project that demonstrates your understanding of the 3 
summer texts 
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2. Chapter 1 -- Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not) – Apply the five aspects of the 
“Quest” to something you have read (or viewed). 

3. Chapter 6 -- When in Doubt, It's from Shakespeare... – Discuss a work that you are 
familiar with that alludes to or reflects Shakespeare. Show how the author uses this 
connection thematically. 

4. Chapter 10 -- It's More Than Just Rain or Snow – Discuss the importance of weather in 
a specific literary work, not in terms of plot. 

5. Interlude -- Does He Mean That? – Reflect deeply on the issue of an author’s intentions. 
What do you think of what Foster says? Why? 

6. Chapter 11 --...More Than It's Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence – Present 
examples of the two kinds of violence found in literature. Show how the effects are 
different. 

7. Chapter 12 -- Is That a Symbol? – Use the process described in the chapter and 
investigate the use of symbolism in one major work that you’ve read. 

8. Chapter 19 -- Geography Matters... – Discuss at least three different aspects of a specific 
literary work that Foster would classify under ‘geography.’   

9. Chapter 20 -- ...So Does Season – Think of a story or novel that mentions a specific 
season. Then discuss how the writer uses the season in a meaningful, traditional, or 
unusual way. 

10. Chapter 21 -- Marked for Greatness – Figure out Harry Potter's scar. If you aren't 
familiar with Harry Potter, select another character with a physical imperfection and 
analyze its implications for characterization. 

11. Chapter 26 -- Is He Serious? And Other Ironies – Select an ironic literary work and 
explain the multi-dimensional nature of the irony in the work. 

Please Note: These questions are designed to allow you to practice immediately the kind of 
textual analysis you will perform in the course. Whenever we ask for a “work,” we are asking for 
an example from a short story, a novel, a play, or a film. We would advise you to steer clear of 
using the personal pronoun “I” in your responses. Instead of saying, “I believe that Captain Ahab 
is a cruel man,” simply say, “Captain Ahab is a cruel man.” It’s actually very easy to drop the “I” 
with a little practice. Regarding length, think at least one paragraph of 4-6 sentences for every 
question. 

 

 

 

Pro Tip! Don’t Google. It’s disappointing to read identical responses 
from numerous students because you just lazily googled the answer. 
Instead, feel free to answer the question using a variety of different 
kinds of texts, including novels, graphic novels, anime, films, young 
adult novels/series, video game plots, etc.  
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PART TWO: Read One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 
Annotate your book while you read the novel. 

A Guide to AP Literature Annotation 

ANNOTATING simply means marking the page as you read with comments or notes. The 
principle reason you should annotate your books is to aid in understanding. When important 
passages occur, mark them so that they can be easily located when it comes time to write an 
essay or respond to the text. Marking key ideas will enable you to discuss the reading with more 
support, evidence, and proof than if you rely on memory.  

How to Annotate Your Texts 

• Highlight or underline important passages, words, or descriptions. Items that seem 
unique and deliberate  

• Connecting ideas with lines or arrows  

• Bracket [ ] Literary elements (symbolism, theme, foreshadowing, etc.), Figurative 
language (similes, metaphors, personification, etc.), Diction (effective or unusual word 
choice), Syntax (order of words, phrases, or sentences; punctuation)  

• Highlight or underline new characters when they are introduced  

• Keep a list of characters with descriptions and page numbers where found inside 
the front cover of the book 

• Write notes in the margins (your reaction to what happens, predictions, 
characterizations, questions you might have, etc.)  

• Write a brief summary at the end of each chapter. Include the most important plot 
points. These can consist of bulleted points.  

Note: Be as thorough as possible, but avoid highlighting or underlining too much. Use 
highlighting and underlining sparingly; highlighting and underlining everything tends to make 
notes useless, but systematic underlining of key phrases and ideas helps them to stand out when 
you want to find them. 

  

  

 

 

 

*Pro Tip! Annotations will seem less like an intrusion if you do 
it in a way that fits naturally with your reading. For some of you, 
this will mean keeping a pen in hand at all times and jotting as 
you read. For others, this might mean reading a chapter or a 
chunk of pages, and then reflecting and going back to annotate 
what you just read. Or it may be a combination of both methods. 
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PART THREE: View the film Cool Hand Luke 

As you watch the movie, just take detailed notes during your viewing. Pause and rewind key 
scenes as you watch.  
 
As you’re watching, look for connections between the movie and the novel. When we return 
to school in August, we’ll focus on how both One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and Cool Hand 
Luke use the archetypal antihero in their narratives for the purpose of satire. For more 
information on antihero and satire, read HERE. 
 
Key Scenes: the boxing scene, the car wash scene, the team shoveling sand scene, the egg 
eating scene, the Luke hole digging scene, the church/ ending scene.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some General Advice for All Assignments in AP Lit… 

1. We respect students who have academic integrity and take the time to do proper 
thinking and writing. This kind of effort is never shallow or brief. Dig deeply. If you skim 
the books and the movie for the summer assignment and do only mediocre annotating 
and writing, we will know and so, of course, your grade will suffer.  

2. Please do not copy and paste directly from SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or any other study 
guides… now and for the entire year. This is plagiarism. This is cheating. Any student 
caught cheating in any way will be guilty of academic misconduct and will be dealt with 
according to school policy. Also, all of your work should be totally original because it 
calls for your interpretation only.  

3. Try to avoid total procrastination. We would, however, save watching the movie until the 
end of the summer, or you could also consider buying a copy of it online if you want to 
watch it again at the end of the summer.  

 

 

Pro Tip! When you watch Cool Hand Luke, turn on 
the English subtitles, so it’s easier for you to jot down 
key quotes, characters’ names, etc. They have a strong 
Southern accent, and sometimes it’s hard to catch 
everything that’s being said.  
 


